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Prof. Manish R. Joshi

(Pwm s, v W)
{Ministry of Education, Govt, of Indio]

Secretary

University Grants Comimission

No. F. 1-2/2024 (CPP-II) (C.No. 143903) 19" June, 2024 / 29 3, 1946

Subject: Biannual Admissions in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)

Indian Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) follow an academic session that
begins in July/August and ends in May/June.

As India aims to become 3 knowledge economy &nd society, an increasing
number of youths will likely aspire for higher education. The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 also aims to achieve a 50% Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by
2035, which calls for strategic measures.

In pursuance of the above, in its 580" meeting held on May 15, 2024, the
University Grants Commission has approved the policy of allowing HEIs to admit
students twice a year, in July/August and January/February. However, admitting
students twice a year is optional for the HEIs, depending on their preparedness
to handle such biannual admissions.

Willing HEIs must carefully prepare a plan to admit students twice a year, with
the approval of the institutional statutory bodies, based on the availability of

infrastructure, teaching resources, and support systems. HEIs whose - =

programmes are regulated by other regulatory bodies need approval from the
concerned regulatory bodies to admil students twice a year. The mode of
admission process, quality of ‘education, access to support systems and
adherence to the academic calendar should be the same for all the students,
regardless of the cycle in which they arc admitted. :

For admissions twice a year, CUET-UG and CUET-PG scores can be used for
July/August and Jan/Feb admission cycles since these scores are valid for one
full year. Similarly, HEIs that use CUET scores or other entrance test scores or
board marks in the first admission cycle can use a similar process in the second
admission cycle.

The policy will facilitate increased GER, enhanced access to higher education, -
flexibility for the students and HEls, better infrastructure utilisation, the
attraction of international students, and collaboration with foreign universities,
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| CIRCULAR
o Subject: Biannual Admissions in T echmical Education Institutions
In line with the UGC circular No. F.1-2/2024 (PP (C.No. 143903) dated
19.06.2024, regarding biannual admistions in Higher Education Institutions

(HEIS), AICTE permits Technical L miversities, Institution Deemed to be
Universities and Autonomous Institutions to admit students biannually across
vective levels and courses., This initiative aims to enhance the Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER), improve access o quality education, and provide
greater flexibility to universities all autonomous bodies in managing
admissions and academic schedules.

T‘hfeﬂfﬁrm& and guidelines are as follov. &

1. Postgraduate (PG) Courses in Engineering & Technology (E&T):

o GATE scores, valid for thi. vears, enable institutions to admit
\ students in both july and lanuary sessions, facilitating better
. utilization of available resources and ensuring wider access to
| advanced technical education. :

2. Other Technical Programmes:

& Por undergraduate and diploma-level courses in  Technical
- Programmes (Engineering & Technology, Hotel Management &

. Catering, Planning, Computer Applications, Management, Design,
and Applied Arts & Crafts), caly vacant seats from the July session

may be filled during the Januar ¢ session, ensuring transparency, meril

and seat optimization (Giving « hance to already admitted students in
the institution first)

PG Courses in Other Discipline.:

o Admissions to PG courses 1 disciplines beyond Engineering &
Technology should also be re-tricted to filling vacant seats from the
July session during the January session (Giving chance to already
admitted students in the insti/ution | irst).
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4. Integration with Lifelong Learning Initiatives:
' = Technical Universities may levorage the January admission window
1 to introduce flexible, modular programs aligned with AICTE's micro-
| credentials and skill developrent initiatives, catering to working
| professionals and part-time fearners.
#. Coordination with Academic Calc ndars:

¢ Institutions should ensure that biannual admissions align with their
academic calendars to maintsin the quality and consistency of
jf education delivery. 1 ‘ '

Any new Programmes introduced at the PG level in the Engineering and
Technology Programme an application v indow will be opened by the AICTE
for the grant of approval.

NQE Universities, Institution Deemed (o be Universities & Autonomous

Institutions should apply on portal ‘or PG courses in Engincering &
Technology if required. -
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